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‘A more detailed account of these operations
will appear in subsequent pages of this
despatch.

2. On the 6th February a brilliant action by
troops of the 1st Corps materially improved our
position in the area south of the La Bassée
Canal. During the previous night parties of
Irish Guards and of the 3rd Battalion Cold-
stream Guards had succeeded in gaining
ground whence converging fire could be
directed on the flanks and rear of certain
‘¢ brickstacks ’* occupied by the Germans,
which had been for some time a source of con-
siderable annoyance.

At 2 p.m. the affair commenced with a
severe bombardment of the ‘“ brickstacks *’ and
the enemy’s trenches. A brisk attack by the
3rd Coldstream Guarde and Irish Guards from
our trenches west of the ‘brickstacks” fol-
lowed, and was supported by fire from the
flanking positions which had been seized the
previous night by the same regiments. The
attack succeeded, the ° brickstacks’’ were
occupied without difficulty, and a line estab-
lished north and south through a point about
forty yards east of the ‘‘ brickstacks.”

The casnalties suffered by the 5th Corps
thrqughout the period under review, and parti-
cularly during the month of February, have
been heavier than those in other parts of the
line. I regret this; but I do not think, taking
all the circumstances into consideration, that
they were unduly numerous. The position
then occupied by the 5th Corps has always
been a very vulnerable part of our line; the
ground is marshy, and trenches are most diffi-
cult to construct and maintain. The 27th and
28th Divisions of the 5th Corps have had no
previous experience of European warfare, and
a number of the units composing it had only
recently returned from service in tropical
climates. In consequence, the hardships of a
rigorous winter campaign fell with greater
weight upon these Divisions than upon any
other in the command.

Chiefly owing to these causes, the 5th Corps,
up to the beginning of March, was constantly
engaged in counter-attack to retake trenches
and ground which had been lost.

In their difficult and arduous task, however,
the troops displayed the utmost gallantry and
devotion ; and it is most creditable to the skill
and energy of their leaders that I am able to
report how well they have surmounted all their
difficulties, that the ground first taken over by
them is still intact, and held with little greater
loss than is incurred by troops in all other
parts of the line.

On the 14th February the 82nd Brigade of
the 27th Division was driven from its trenches
east of St. Eloi; but by 7 a.m. on the 15th all
these trenches had been recaptured, fifteen
prisoners taken, and sixty German dead
counted in front of the trenches. Similarly in
- the 28th Division trenches were lost by the 85th
Brigade and retaken the following night.

During the month of February the enemy
made several attempts to get through all along
the line, but he was invariably repulsed with
loss. A particularly vigorous attempt was
made on the 17th February against the trenches
held by the Indian Corps, but it was brilliantly
repulsed. - .

.On February 28th a successful minor attack
was made on the enemy’s trenches near St. Eloi

by small parties of the Princess Patricia’s
Canadian Light Infantry. The attack was
divided into ‘three small groups, the whole
under the command of Licutenant Crabbe : No.
1 Group under Lieutenant Papineau, No. 2
Group under Serjeant Patterson, and No. 3
Group under Company Serjeant-Major Lloyd.

The head of the party got within fifteen or
twenty yards of the German trench and
charged ; it was dark at the time (about 5.15
a.m.). -

Lieutenant Crabbe, who showed the greatest
dash and élan, took his party over everything
in the trench until they had gone down it about
sighty yards, when they were stopped by a
barricade of sandbags and timber. This party,
as well as tlte others, then pulled down the
front face of the German parapet. A number
of Germans were killed and wounded, and a
few prisoners were taken.

The services performed by this distinguished
corps have continued to be very valuable since
I had occasion to refer to them in my last
despatch. They have been most ably organised,
trained and commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel.
F. D. Farquhar, D.8.0., who, I deeply regret
to say, was killed while superintending soms
trench work on the 20th March. His loss will
be deeply felt. T

A very gallant attack was made by the 4th
Battalion of the King’s Royal Rifle Corps of
the 80th Brigade on the enemy’s trenches in
the early hours of March 2nd. The Battalion
was led by Major Widdrington, who launched
it at 12.30 a.m. (he himself being wounded
during its progress), covered by an extremely
accurate and effective artillery fire. About
sixty yards of the enemy’s trench were cleared,
but the attack was brought to a standstill by a
very strong barricade, in attempting to storm
which several casualties were incurred.

3. During the month of February I arranged
with General Foch to render the 9th French
Corps, holding the trenches on my left, some
much-needed rest by sending the three Divi-

sions of the British Cavalry Corps to hold a

portion of the French trenches, each division
for a veriod of ten days alternately.

It was very gratifying to me to note once
again in this campaign the eager readiness
which the Cavalry displayed to undertake a réle
which does not properly belong to them in order
to support and assist their French comrades.

In carrying out this work leaders, officers
and men displayed the same skill and energy
which I have had reason to comment upon in
former despatches. :

The time passed by the Cavalry in the
French trenches was, on the whole, quiet and
uneventful, but there are one or two incidents
calling for remark.

At about 1.45 a.m. on 16th February a half.
hearted attack was made against the right of
the line held by the 2nd Cavalry Division, but
it was easily repulsed by rifle fire, and -the
enemy left several dead in front of the trenches.
The attack was delivered against the second”
and third trenches from the right of the.line
of this Division.

At 6 a.m. on the 2lst the enemy blew up.,
one of the 2nd Cavalry Division trénches, held -
by’ the "16th Lancers, and .some  adjoifing
French trenches. The enemy occupied forty
yards of our trench and tried to advance, but




